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THE CHAUTAUQUA LAKE
WHY PREPARE A WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLANZ? MANAGEMENT

Chautauqua Lake, with its beautiful shoreline and scenic landscapes, is the heart of COMMISSION

Chautauqua County. For those that live here, the lake is a prominent feature politically,
Over the past decade, impairments to

Chautauqua Lake and its watershed have
water-based recreation, all of which are significant contributors to the regional highlighted the pressing need for a

economically, and socially. The lake is a major destination for its scenery, fishing, and

economies. Chautauqua Lake is not without its problems, however. Excessive nutrient management structure to assist with the
oversight and implementation of in-lake

and watershed actions. The Chautauqua
growth of submerged aquatic vegetation, algal blooms, the loss of navigable water routes, County Legislature took action and

and endangered drinking water supplies. All of these threaten the lake’s quality, formed the Chautauqua Lake
Management Commission (CLMC) in

June 2005. The CLMC is composed of
region, it was determined that the most appropriate course of action was the ten members serving one-year terms.

runoff and sedimentation have resulted in extensive and, in some locations, problematic

recreation value, and sustainability. To ensure the continued sustainability of the lake and

development of the Chautauqua Lake Watershed Management Plan.
The mission of the CLMC is to “create,

implement, and monitor |
Comprehensive Lake and Watershed
Management Plan which shall protect

and enhance the health, ecology, and
watershed by reducing the inflow of nutrients and sedimentation that causes the uses of Chautauqua Lake and its

problematic growth of aquatic vegetation, the outbreak of algal blooms, and the loss watershed.”  Soon after its creation,
while awaiting a grant from the

Environmental Protection Fund Local
Goal 2: Protect and restore the natural function of the watershed’s drainage system Waterfront Revitalization Program, the
CLMC began a comprehensive
management plan for the lake based

The overall goals of the Chautauqua Lake Watershed Management Plan include:

Goal 1: Improve water quality in the lake, streams, ponds, and wetlands of the

of navigable water routes.

that impacts stream conveyance, riparian health, floodplains, wetlands, and flow

variability. upon previously completed efforts.
Once the grant was awarded, the CLMC
Goal 3: Conserve critical natural resources in the watershed that support healthy selected Bergmann Associates, in

ecological communities of native plants, fish, wildlife, and other organisms. association with the Academy of Natural
Sciences and Glenn Harbeck and
Goal 4: Maintain and improve recreational opportunities in the lake and watershed. Associates, as the project consultant
team. The project officially kicked off
Goal 5: Inspire and educate watershed stakeholders to implement the watershed on February 13, 2009. Project oversight

management plan through public education and collaboration. was provided by the Chautauqua County
Department of Planning and Economic

Goal 6: Implement sound land use practices and policies for private landowners, Development, with assistance from the

farmers, and municipalities that benefit the watershed. CLMC, and the NYSDOS Division of
Coastal Resources.
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